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MONTANA W ORLD TRADE CENTER PROVIDES MONTANA COM PANIES
W ITH D IR EC T LIN K TO SOUTH AMERICAN M ARKETS
M ISSOULA The Montana World Trade Center, based at The University o f Montana-Missoula,
announced that Montana companies now have a direct connection to South American markets
through MWTC’s newly established relationship with Americas Business Link (ABL), a Buenos
Aires, Argentina-based consulting firm.
Under the leadership of Whitney Belker, a former U.S. Department o f Commerce and
U.S. Embassy contractor in Argentina, ABL has a successful track record in facilitating U.S.
companies’ access to South American markets. The announcement o f MWTC’s partnership with
ABL marks the beginning of an aggressive campaign to link Montana-based companies to
business opportunities in the South American region.
“We know from the success of our South American trade mission last August that there is
tremendous potential for Montana-based companies in this market,” said Amie Sherman, MWTC
executive director. “In the immediate future, we are optimistic about the potential for Montana’s
environmental technology companies.”
One of ABL’s first priorities will be to work closely with members o f the Montana
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Environmental Consortium, Sherman said. MWTC recently formed the Montana Environment
Consortium to enable Montana companies to pool efforts to successfully compete for
international environmental projects.
“We have a tremendous amount o f knowledge and expertise in Montana on issues such
as pollution prevention, remediation, and reclamation and sustainable resource development,” he
said. “These are all issues of great importance in South America today.”
With guidance from MWTC, ABL will conduct market analysis and research; identify
market-entry alternatives; suggest strategic alliance and joint-venture partners; find local
marketing and sales representatives; survey project risks; and locate capital and investment
funds.
“These services, provided in country and by ABL’s trained specialists, will ensure that
Montana companies have every possible door opened for them in this complex but potentially
lucrative market," Sherman said. “I fully expect the MWTC/ABL partnership to result in
increased trade in South America for Montana companies, particularly for our environmental
technology sector.”
The Montana World Trade Center, located at UM’s William and Rosemary Gallagher
Building for the School of Business Administration, provides customized consulting to help
Montana companies realize international sales and expansion goals. For more information, call
(406) 243-6982 or visit MWTC’s Web site at http://www.mwtc.org.
To learn more about MWTC activities in South America, call Brigitta Freer o f the
Montana World Trade Center at (406) 243-6982 or send e-mail to brigitta@mwtc.org.
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